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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

My compatriots in the continued success of improving democracy:

Welcome to another year working toward a better democracy. While I have no great nor glorious plans for us 
this year, I believe that if we do the basic things well, we will positively impact the world around us.

I know my strength lies in organization and not in high level energy.  My leadership style is goal oriented: I 
prefer to find ways around/ through barriers and continue towards goals. When under the pressure of a dead-
line, I am a "just the facts" and "keep it brief" kind of gal. The best way to communicate with me is by email 
(paulaschumacher@gmail.com).

My weaknesses are that I don't use Robert's Rules well, and I often want to wrap things up quickly without a 
long drawn-out discussion (and really, how can one get to the bottom of things and get an understanding of 
different views without a full-bodied discussion?). Feel free to point out when I am in a moment of weakness, 
give me a minute to adjust, and we should be fine.

My personal goals for this year are to: use Robert's Rules at board meetings, have a board meeting each 
month, a VOTER each month, a defined calendar, 3 new-member orientations, and a few studies.

I do hope you will join me in this great and necessary task of continual improvement,

Paula Schumacher

President: Paula Schumacher 884-5881 paulaschumacher@gmail.com
Membership: Arla Jones 838-4206 arlajones@sunflower.com
Voter Editor: Ruth Lichtwardt 841-5419 lightwatcher@gmail.com

     Local League:     http://community.lawrence.com/LeagueWomenVoters/
State League:     http:/ / www.lwvk.org; lwvks@aol.com       National League:     http:/ / www.lwv.org

National Bike Month, Bike-to-Work Week, sponsored by the League of
American Bicyclists  www.bikeleague.org/programs/bikemonth/

May 14th -
May 18th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Lawrence Community Mercantile meeting
room, 901 Iowa St.

7:00 p.m.Saturday,
May 19th

LWV-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  
LWV-DC members are welcome.

6:30 p.m.Thursday,
May 10th

      A Note from 

            President Paula Schumacher

League Calendar



About 25 League 
members at-
tended the lunch-

eon meeting at MaceliÕs Restaurant on April 14, 
2007. President Rusty Thomas provided attendees a 
booklet including an Order of Business, Minutes of 
the 2006 Annual Meeting, a Report from the Presi-
dent, the Nominating Report, a Financial Report with 
a Proposed Budget for 2007-2008, the results of the 
Program Planning meeting, the Proposed Position 
from the study of the Mental Health Care System in 
Kansas, and a list of current 50-year members. 
Among the highlights of the past year, Rusty listed 
the LWVK Council meeting in April, the new Voter 
editor Ruth Lichtwardt, the study on State Mental 
Health with Kay Hale chairing the committee, the 
fund-raising efforts, the Land Use committee meet-
ings, and the Fluker award presented to Jessie Bran-
son.

The first business was the report from the nomi-
nating committee. Carrie Lindsey was nominated 
for President-elect, Arla Jones for Vice President, 
and Marjorie Cole for Secretary.  (The current 
President-elect, Paula Schumacher, will become 
president and Carolyn Coleman will continue in 
her second year as Treasurer.) Directors nomi-
nated for two-year terms were Kay Hale, Aline 
Hoey, Karen Shumate and Mary Lou Wright.  Di-
rectors nominated for one-year terms were LeeAnn 
Duver and Mary Miller.  These nominees were elected 
unanimously.

Tr easur er Õs Repor t: Carolyn Coleman reported 
Carrie Moore had done an audit that showed every-
thing was in order.  Unfortunately the budget distrib-
uted to attendees and printed in the Voter showed a 
negative balance of $1,138.62.  This was the result of 
a change in budgeting to include the Stucky Fund and 
an early quarterly payment of per member payment 
(pmp) that added $1300 more in expenses.  The cur-
rent assets as of March 31, 2007 are $19,309.73.

Discussion followed.  Carolyn pointed out that our 

budgetary problems reflect national problems.  Only 
28% of the national budget comes from per member 
payments (pmp).  The cost of the Voter was discussed 
as a major expense.  Ruth Lichtwardt pointed out that 
200 copies are needed in order to mail at bulk-rate and 
reducing the number of copies by using e-mail would 
not save money.

The vote to pass the report was unanimous.

Dues I ncr ease: Rusty suggested discussion of a 
dues increase before voting on the budget.

Carolyn moved that if dues increased, the budget 
should be balanced by decreasing the amount budg-
eted for contributions.  Ruth seconded the motion.  
The motion passed.

In discussion, Tensie Oldfather suggested that per-
haps we donÕt need a dues increase.  Rusty said that 
dues were currently $40 for a single membership and 
$60 for a household membership and that the board 
had recommended a motion to raise the dues to $65 
single/$85 household for the year 2008-2009.

Arla moved and Paula seconded a motion to discuss 
an increase to $65 single/$85 household.  Arla handed 
out a sheet of information showing that currently the 
dues do not cover the full state and national pmp 

costs by $4.80 per single membership and $7.20 
per household membership. Voter costs are on top 
of that.  Carolyn reported that the state treasurer 
had said no increases were expected at the state 
level.  Arla said that a raise to $55 single, $75 
household would give a small cushion.  Mary 
Miller asked if $50 might do?  Rusty raised the 
question of whether raising the dues would lose 
members.  Caleb said it was disingenuous to be 

asking for contributions when the first $2500 of contri-
butions goes to pay membersÕ dues.

Mary Miller offered, and Arla accepted, a friendly 
amendment to ArlaÕs motion that the dues be raised 
to $50 single and $75 household. Parliamentarian 
Milton Scott said that we needed first to vote on this 
raise before talking about when it would take effect.

The motion to raise dues to $50 and $75 passed on a 
voice vote.  There were two nays.

The next question was when this raise should take ef-
fect.  It was clarified that no member had paid in ad-
vance for future years.  Caleb moved and Arla sec-
onded a motion that the raise in dues take immediate 
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effect and that members who had already paid their 
dues for 2007-2008 be grandfathered in as having 
paid at the rate as posted.  About 30 members have 
already paid.  Arla reminded that in the past, dues 
were officially changed at the Annual Meeting.

Caleb, with ArlaÕs agreement, changed his motion to 
raise the dues by April 14, 2007 to April 17, 2007, ac-
cepting all checks postmarked April 16, 2007 or 
earlier at the lower rate.  It was agreed that com-
municating this information to the membership 
should be presented as a Direction to the incom-
ing Board.  The motion passed.

Di r ections to the Boar d:  Paula proposed that 
a message be posted on the Listserv explaining 
the dues increase on April 17, 2007 and stating 
that all checks received in envelopes postmarked on 
or before April 16 should be accepted at the lower 
rate.  All members without e-mail addresses should 
be notified by telephone by April 15.

Caleb proposed that the Board seriously consider the 
LeagueÕs involvement in the Voter Education Coali-
tion and determine whether it is appropriate to con-
tinue it.

Appreciation:  Arla presented our outgoing Presi-
dent with a present of appreciation, an engraved 
plaque including RustyÕs signature phrase, 
ÒRemember we are all volunteers and working to-
gether we can accomplish much.Ó

The meeting was adjourned at noon and lunch was 
served. After lunch, Eva Edmands, our presenter, told 
a moving story of her familyÕs experiences in Europe 
during and after WW II and shared a supporting col-
lection of memorabilia and documents. 

- Submitted by Marjorie Cole and Aline Hoey

 

On April 28th, the LVWK con-
vened its 67th State Conven-

tion in Wichita.  The theme of the event 
was ÒThe League Ð A Legacy of Leadership.  Guest of 
honor, Judy Duffy, LWVUS Director, brought greet-
ings from the LWVUS Board.    

Paula Schumacher, Liz Smith and Kay Hale partici-

pated in the State Convention as delegates of the  
LWV-L/ DC.    

Highlights from the business sessions are as follows:

President, Janis McMillen, announced that the League 
had been instrumental in effecting a legislative change 
that will allow county election officers more flexibility 
in staffing their polling places. Senator Marci Fran-

cisco introduced the legislation which allows poll 
workers to work split shifts.  This bill has been 
signed into law.  
The 2007/ 2008 Budget was adopted
Bylaws amendments were adopted but there were 
no substantive changes.
Proposed amendments to the Endowment Fund 
Articles were adopted. 

 A major change authorizes the trustees of the Fund to 
pay the LWVK 90% (rather than 100%) of the annual 
income from the Fund.  The balance of the annual in-
come is to be re-invested.  Rationale for making this 
change was that investment of some income helps the 
fund to grow. 
A proposed program of study for 2007/ 2008 was 
adopted.
The only new study topic is water management as re-
lated to power production and alternative energy 
sources.
The 2007/ 2008 proposed state program was adopted.  
With this action, the LVWK completed its two-year 
study on Mental Health Care in Kansas and a final 
position statement on this issue will be added to the 
state program. 
Five action resolutions were adopted.  
Three new officers and four board members were 
elected to serve two-year terms. The new state presi-
dent is Diane Kuhn from Johnson County.  One of the 
new board members  is Kay Hale from the Lawrence 
League.  

During a workshop titled ÒA 360 Degree View of the 
LeagueÓ, Convention participants were challenged to 
act holistically in order to build the League as an ef-
fective organization.  But, how do we act holistically?  
The answer is to consistently incorporate visibility, 
fundraising and membership into unit plans for advo-
cacy and education.  The D.C. Voting Rights Educa-
tion Project was used to showcase tools and tech-
niques for advancing an issue. The core message of 
the D.C. Voting Rights Project is : ÒHelp Bring Full 
Congressional Voting Rights to 500,000 U.S. 
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Citizens.Ó  The workshop concluded with a rousing 
skit about the suffragettes presented by the Wichita 
Metro League.                   conÕt. next page
   

On a personal note Ð this was my first State Conven-
tion.  The trip to and from Wichita proved to be one 
of the most valuable aspects of the whole experience.  
Paula and Liz and I brainstormed about possibilities 
for energizing our League unit!  We are excited and 
will share these ideas with you throughout the year.  

 - Kay Hale 

The meeting was moved 
from its normal first Wednesday of the month to the 
first Thursday, to allow attendance by the board and 
citizens for a meeting with the county commissioners 
April 4.  The meeting with the commissioners 
concerned  systems for maintenance of county secon-
dary roads.  Jerry Smith, Willow Springs Clerk, spoke 
at the meeting in favor of continuing the present sys-
tem Ð the township maintains the secondary roads 
from funds raised by  property taxes within the town-
ship. At that meeting it became apparent that com-
missioner McElhainie supports the township 
program;  Bob Johnson supports the Òunit roadÓ sys-
tem (the county maintains the roads from property 
taxes from the entire county); and Jones supports the 
Òrural highwayÓ system, in which the county main-
tains the roads with property tax raised in the unin-
corporated areas only, excluding the cities of Law-
rence, Baldwin, Eudora and LeCompton.
 

Present:  Charles Wintermantle, Trustee; Jerry Smith, 
Clerk; Suzanne Evinger, Treasurer; Tim Kohler, road 
maintenance man; Karen (last name unrecorded), 
resident, and your League observer, Peggy Baker.  
Absent was Lyle Bowlin, Volunteer Fire Chief, who 
was out on a call.
 

Charles Wintermantle opened the meeting at 7:30 
p.m.  The clerk read the March minutes.  Charles 
Wintermantle made a motion to pay the April bills, a 
routine requirement by state statute.
 

After discussion on replacing the backhoe, it was 
moved, seconded and passed to get bids.  This in-
volved discussion of the road maintenance issue be-

cause under either the unit or the rural highway sys-
tem the county takes possession of all equipment.
 

Discussion of replacement of damaged culverts re-
sulted in decision to replace several. 
 

Two entry permits recorded.  Decision to install stan-
dard culverts (24 feet) and if the property owner wants 
a longer size to pay the difference.
 

Moved to place $50,000 into short-term certificates of 
deposit with the purchase of a new backhoe in mind.
 

Discussion and decision to install deadlock on the 
township hall doors partially because one door does 
not stay closed. 
 

Discussion of brush mowing this summer resulted in 
hiring the same man who did the work last summer.  
His pay will be increased 50 cents an hour but he will 
not work more than 40 hours a week, thus avoiding 
the overtime charge.
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Present:  Charles Win-
terrmantle, Trustee; Jerry Smith, Clerk; Tim Kohler, 
road maintenance; Lyle Bowlin, Volunteer fire chief; 
Paul Persinger, curious constituent, and Peggy Baker, 
LWVL-DC observer.  Absent:  Suzanne Evinger, 
Treasurer.
 

Routine:  Minutes from April meeting, 
move/ second/ pass to pay May bills (a requirement 
by state statute), treasurerÕs report, which Evinger had 
supplied.
 

Constituent Problems:  Gravel road by Paul FloryÕs 
farm is a dead end, and the sign is close to the road.  
Paul says the lost drivers see the sign and turn around 
on his lawn.  Wants sign moved back far enough that 
theyÕll turn around in a fallow field instead.
Refused, because state low requires sign to be within a 
specified distance of main road (to allow long trucks 
adequate room to back up).
 

Markley wants additional gravel applied to road by 
his place.  Discussion, Wintermantle and Smith have 
driven by place and agree.  Tim Kohler will put that 
road on the list for additional gravel when weather per-
mits.
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Two entry permits requested and issued to John Jack-
son and Doug Jamison. And entry permit refers to a 
driveway off a township road, which may require a 
culvert/ tube for water drainage.
 

The County dust palliative program reimbursed Wil-
low Springs Township Board $3,600.  
 

The stop sign stolen last month has been replaced at 
a cost of $56l.
 

Fire Department:  Lyle Bowlin reported that the vol-
unteers will receive county-wide training sessions in 
May, including a mock tornado and monitor work.  
(Monitors check air pressure, etc., of fire fighters n an 
emergency).  Lyle has applied for a Forestry Service 
grant to repair a truck belong to them but housed lo-
cally, and for new air masks and pagers.  Regulations 
now require that these trucks (2) be housed indoors 
24/7, and discussion ensued as to whether we needed 
both trucks.  No decision.
 

Fire Department Pancake Feed cleared $2,207.46.
 

Since the Board has decided to replace the backhoe 
earlier, Charles W. presented the description and 
prices for backhoes from Case, JCB, and John Deere.  
Discussion.  Decision to  purchase Case, on the basis 
of cost, and the good experience of our present Case 
backhoe. 
 

Shelley Aushermann has reimbursed the township 
$1,200.  These payments have been being made regu-
larly but they went to the court and did not come into 
the township until recently.
 

Brief discussion considering lowering the mill levy by 
up to 3 mills.  Tabled for later meeting.

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
 

       - Peggy Baker, Observer

The budget for city 
funding, to be presented 
to the new city comis-
sion for 2008 , proposes a 7 % increase over 2007. It 
includes needed materials, operating expenses, small 
staff salary increases and one half-time technology 
assistant. Lynn Cody distributed a handout on the 

databases now available on the library website. These 
are free with your library card number. Click on Re-
search Resources. These databases are not on the 
open internet. Bruce Flanders presented Mary Burchill 
on this, her last board meeting, with an elegant little 
gift-boxed clock for her years of service.

     - Mary Michener, League Observer

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met the evening of 
April 21 in the meeting room at the Merc to discuss 
the Planning Commission (PC) April Agenda and 
other issues.  The Committee decided to send two let-
ters on general planning issues based on PC agenda 
items.

Access Issue, Misc. Item No. 2:  The first letter re-
sponded to a request from a consulting firm asking 
that the PC change the Land Development Code by 
increasing the minimum number of dwellings allowed 
to take access to only one outlet from 35 to 100--the 
equivalent of having a cul-de-sac serving 100 dwell-
ings.  The applicantÕs argument was that the question 
of accessibility to emergency fire protection would be 
answered by requiring sprinkler systems. The request 
asked that the PC initiate a text amendment to the 
Code. We asked that if changes were to be made to 
the Code on this issue that the PC reduce the number 
of dwellings allowed per access outlet rather than in-
crease them, based on the fact that the change would 
affect the entire configuration and circulation system 
of neighborhoods in the future.  We listed some of the 
reasons for needing more street access outlets per 
household rather than fewer:
a) Need for rapid access to all emergency servicesÐnot 
just fire protection; b) enhancement of traffic safety by 
preventing long queues through providing alternate 
routes; c) reduction of arterial congestion by providing 
internal access to neighborhood locations, thus reduc-
ing use of arterials to get from one location to another 
in the same neighborhood; d) encouragement of multi-
modal transportation by providing internal sidewalks 
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and bike routes along streets to neighborhood non-
residential uses; e) facilitation of public transit by 
providing internal pedestrian routes to bus stops; 
f) reduction of energy consumption through more 
transportation choices and shorter distances to in-
ternal neighborhood destinations.  Outcome: the 
PC voted to initiate the text amendment for a fu-
ture public hearing.

Item No. 2A, Rezoning for a Water Tower, Need 
for Site Plan Detail:  The second letter noted that 
the appearance of a proposed water tower on the 
north side of Sixth Street up for rezoning to GPI 
(Institutional use) could affect future residential areas 
around it, but the site plan (to be administratively ap-
proved) was only two-dimensional in scale, giving no 
indication of its appearance.  We suggested that 
Site Plans in general require three-dimensional 
renderings in addition to the now-required two-di-
mensional diagrams.  Outcome:  the staff said 
that they often ask for building elevations.

The ECO2 Plan: The third letter sent by our 
President, Paula Schumacher, followed a special 
meeting held on April 27 to review the proposed 
Plan for ECO2 to be considered by the City Com-
mission for receipt on May 1 and adoption on May 8.  
ECO2 now has commission status, and the purpose 
of this Plan is to determine procedure in locating pro-
posed industrial/ business parks and environmental 
sites to be preserved.  Because it has City and County 
recognition, the Plan is extremely important in deter-
mining protocol and outcomes in the placement and 
funding of these sites.  There were several parts to the 
Plan that our review indicated were flawed and needed 
correction. Our letter to the City Commission can be 
downloaded under Òcorrespondence,Ó Regular 
Agenda, Item 1, May 1 City Commission Agenda on 
the City website.  There were four concerns: 
(1) A probable typographical error on page 1 sup-
ported  ÒBoth open space and industrial/ business 
park development...Ó  Missing was the term 
ÒpreservationÓ after Òopen space,Ó so that the sen-
tence read, in terms of meaning:  Ò...open space... de-
velopment should be pursued...Ó  
(2) The concept of Ònet equityÓ in funding preserva-
tion of environmentally important sites depends on 
granting a standard amount to environmental sites 
equal to the estimated public investment in industrial 
park sites that wonÕt eventually be returned as some 

form of repayment. This net amount, however, would 
actually be variable dependent on how industrial 
sites are funded, and consequently would be diffi-
cult to compute fairly. 
(3) The model being tested to establish ranking of 
industrial sites did not correspond to the total 
scores of the sites being tested; i.e. the sites with 
the highest scores should also have the highest 
ranks, but this was not the case. (The purpose of 
the model is to eliminate human bias, and there-
fore, should be consistent in its implementation). 

(4) The most critical issue from the perspective of the 
LWV Position on Land Use, was that annexation and 
provision of urban infrastructure was not a primary 
requirement in the Plan, but rather was only one of 
several considerations included in the criterion of  

Òcost.Ó (The location and incorporation of indus-
trial parks into existing cities in the county is criti-
cal in terms of beneficial effect on the tax structure 
and reduction of unplanned sprawl.)  We asked 
that these two criteria should be separated from 
the others and required as first priorities.
The Presenter of the ECO2 Plan indicated that 
wording would be changed on page one to insert 
the term ÒpreservationÓ following Òopen spaceÓ 

and that page 28 was in error.  However, as of the 
writing of this report, the draft of the Plan has not 
been changed and it is scheduled to be adopted, Tues-
day at the May 8 City Commission meeting as Con-
sent Agenda Item 18, which means unless it is re-
moved for discussion, it will be approved unchanged 
without comment.

Leagues Protect Voters' Rights
Leagues throughout the country are 
working to protect and promote 
voters' rights. This month, the 
Texas League testified in the state 
legislature, expressing support for 
full voting participation by all eligible Texans and 
pledging to oppose any efforts, such as restrictive 
photo ID measures, that would block citizen voter 
participation.

League Staff Marches for  DC Voting Rights, 
Celebrates Passage of Legislat ion 
We are pleased to report that the DC House Voting 
Rights Act of 2007 has passed the House of Represen-
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tatives, paving the way for House representation for 
citizens living in the District of Columbia! The fight 
will now move on to the Senate.  Earlier this month, 
the League's national staff and DC-area League 
members came out in full force, joining thousands of 
DC citizens in a march and rally at the U.S. Capitol. 
League members nationwide have also been working 
to educate their communities about the lack of voting 
rights in our nation's capital.

League Urges Senators to Support Fair  Elec-
tions Now Act
The League continued its important work on cam-
paign finance reform this month, urging Senators to

 

support S. 936, which would set up a voluntary public 
financing system for Senate elections.

League Promotes Civi l  Society and Fair  Elec-
tions in Armenia  
In April, LWV Deputy Executive Director and Direc-
tor of Global Democracy Programs Zaida Arguedas 
visited Armenia as part of a League effort to advise 
regional civil society organizations on planning and 
conducting quality Parliamentary candidate debates. 
She also represented the League at a nationwide con-
ference on the role of non-governmental organizations 
in the public policy process. The visit was co-funded 
by Counterpart International.
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JOIN THE LEAGUE!
Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National 
Leagues.  Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and 
$75 for a household membership (two members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used 
to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise our-
selves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.  The 
date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through which 
your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

! --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed as a PDF file? Printed    PDF

WeÕd l ike to offer  our heartfelt thanks to the fol lowing recent contr ibutors:

Bob Fluker
Robert Friauf

Carrie Maynard-Moody
Charles and Mary Michener

Carol Nalbandian
Tensie Oldfather

The Piersol Foundation

M\ Ub_ 
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